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We are encouraged to live in the moment, be in the now, and live one day at a time. While that 

concept seems ideal and we should appreciate where we are, what do we do when we have 

overstayed our visit to a particular place in life?  

Have you ever had someone overstay his or her visit? After a couple of hours of visiting, you 

start walking towards the door to suggest it’s time to go, saying how great it was to have them 

over for a visit.  Then you walk them outside only to end up standing at the end of the driveway 

for thirty more minutes talking, and then another fifteen minutes after they get in their car. While 

I understand this may be a little bit of an exaggeration, I think you get the point.     

So, what do we do when God is nudging us to the next door, or walking us into a new place, and 

telling us it’s time to move on? I think many people struggle moving into their next. I would 

suggest that the reason we struggle to “move-on” is that we have become comfortable and 

satisfied with where we are. 

Often times when God is nudging us into the next thing He has for us, it looks like pressure, or 

stretching. Sometimes the journey to the next thing can look like a trial or a situation that seems 

impossible. In the uncomfortable place we may have a tendency to deconstruct something that is 

meant to be built upon. This is where many people feel the need to leave the marriage, change 

their job, look for a new city to live in, find another church, or anything that will bring something 

new. 

God does not deconstruct His word, promises, or covenants to move you to your “next”. 

Scripture says that God is a covenant God. The Bible speaks of several different covenants that 

God made with the nation of Israel. They are as follows: 

The Edenic Covenant (The Garden of Eden) is found in Genesis 1:26-30; 2:16-17. Take 

dominion. 

The Adamic Covenant with Adam found in Genesis 3:15. God will provide a savior. 

The Noahic Covenant found in Genesis 9. God gave the rainbow as the sign of the covenant that 

He would never flood the earth again. Next time it would be by fire. 

Abrahamic Covenant found in Genesis 12; 13; 15; 17; 22. In this covenant, God promised many 

things to Abraham. He would make Abraham’s name great and Abraham would have numerous 

physical descendants.  Also, he would be the father of many nations. Another provision in the 

Abrahamic Covenant is that the families of the world would be blessed through the physical line 

of Abraham. 

Mosaic Covenant with Moses found in Deuteronomy 11. This covenant gave God's Law and the 

direct blessing for obedience or God's direct cursing for disobedience. God gave Moses the law. 

Davidic Covenant with David found in 2 Samuel 7:8-16). The Davidic Covenant refers to the 

Messiah (Jesus Christ) who would come from the lineage of David and the tribe of Judah and 

would establish a kingdom that would endure forever. 



 

God did not destroy the Edenic Covenant to make a covenant with Adam. He simply added to it; 

there was a next. He did not destroy His covenant with Adam before making a covenant with 

Noah. God is always looking to take us to a next and add to what has already been established. 

All of these covenants lead us to the New Covenant. 

Although we have separated the Bible into the Old Testament (covenant), and the New 

Testament (covenant), there is one consistent storyline being built, all working toward the New 

Covenant found in Jesus. 

The New Covenant is promised in Jeremiah 31:31-34. In the New Covenant, God promises 

forgiveness of sin, and there will be a universal knowledge of Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. 

This covenant is the promise that God forgives, redeems, restores, reconciles, takes broken 

things and puts them back together again. 

Why is all of this history important?  God is a covenant God!  He has always been and continues 

to be a covenant God.  As I said earlier, He has no need to deconstruct a covenant in order to 

establish a new covenant. God works by addition. Imagine with me, that the creation of Genesis 

1 and 2 are being painted on a great canvas.  In the beginning God created the heavens and the 

earth. I see this as a separation of the atmosphere and the creation of a horizon.  On the 

remaining days God continues to create by adding things on earth, then He adds to the heavens.  

He never subtracts from one day to create the next.  He is continually adding to. 

Church history is another example of how God “adds to.” Beginning in about 500 A.D. the 

church and the world in general descended into what we refer to as The Dark Ages.  In 1517 

when Martin Luther nailed the 95 theses on the door of the church, that was the beginning of the 

Reformation of the Church. From that time until today we have continued to see fresh revelation 

bringing us back to God’s original design for His Church. 

It is easy as believers to become comfortable in our walk with God. We know the right prayers, 

the right scriptures to read, what time to show up at church gatherings and events, how to give a 

certain amount.  We can become very comfortable and satisfied with what we know and where 

we are in our walk with God. But what if we lived our lives with a hunger for our NEXT? 

Peter writes his second letter to the believers of his generation and in that letter encourages this 

kind of spiritual development.  In 2 Peter 1:5-7 he instructs us, “But also for this very reason, 

giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-control, to 

self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, to godliness brotherly kindness, and to 

brotherly kindness, love.” 

 Notice the progressive working of the Spirit. 

These verses reveal a bottomline premise that nobody can come to God except through 

believing.  This is the first door you must walk through when you become a Christian. Sadly, 

many people come to this point and stop, because they have faith and believe that Jesus is the 

Christ.  But this isn’t the place to stop! 

As we build on our faith we start to live out principles of spiritual development, continuously 

adding characteristics to our walk with God. I see this passage of scripture as a possible template 



 

for spiritual growth. God’s goal is to develop us in a way that ultimately arrives at the greatest 

work of grace in our lives, love. 

Peter continues to instruct us in 2 Peter 1:8 and 9, “For if these things are yours and abound, you 

will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For he who lacks 

these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his 

old sins.” 

If we fail to “add to”,  we are destined to be barren and unfruitful. If we fail to “add to”, we are 

called “shortsighted” or “blind” even missing the point of our redemption. Peter is talking to the 

believers telling them if they don’t think you need these things, it’s because you’re shortsighted! 

Isaiah asked some powerful questions.  To whom will He teach knowledge? And to whom will 

He make to understand the message? 

Those just weaned from milk? 

Those just drawn from the breasts? 

For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept, 

Line upon line, line upon line, 

Here a little, there a little.” (Isaiah 28:9 and 10) 

In this text God is revealing His heart for the people to get to their NEXT. 

Deuteronomy is also known as the second giving of the law. It’s a reminder to the next 

generation of what the first generation already knew, but failed to transfer. 

Deuteronomy 2:1 says, “Then we turned back and set out toward the wilderness along the route 

to the Red Sea, as the Lord had directed me. For a long time we made our way around the hill 

country of Seir. 2 Then the Lord said to me, 3 “You have made your way around this hill country 

long enough; now turn north.””  God clearly directs the people of Israel to stop walking in 

circles. What is God saying to you about your situation?  Stop going in circles, don’t stop 

praying or reading, pray and read on a new level.  God did not save you to stay in one spiritual 

place, or to march around the first revelation He gave you in your early spiritual experience.  

God wants you moving toward your NEXT. 

How do we find ourselves going in the same circles and not going to the next level? I believe it’s 

because sometimes we can be our own lid. We hear about the glass ceiling in the corporate 

spaces, and that must be a horrible situation to be in.  However, there is a worse place to be, and 

that is becoming your own lid.  The hardest enemy we will fight is ourselves.  God is a God of 

growth. Don’t be your own lid. God has empowered us, through the Holy Spirit, to do great and 

mighty things; miracles, signs and wonders, to speak words of truth and knowledge, raise up a 

family, be a good spouse or parent. God has positioned us in a place of destiny and we must take 

the limits off of ourselves!  



 

Peter continues on the agenda of pushing believers toward spiritual motion when he writes, “But 

grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” (2 Peter 3:18)  

On occasion we need to ask ourselves, “Am I growing?”  And if the answer is ‘No”, we need to 

ask the next obvious question, “Why am I not growing?” 

David is a popular Bible character because of the many feats he accomplished in his life.  But it 

didn’t all happen at one time.  David was a shepherd.  One day a lion arrived to devour one of his 

sheep.  David could have said, “I’m just a shepherd, not a lion tamer,” but his sheep would have 

been destroyed. David killed the lion to save his sheep.  On another day a bear came.  David 

could have excused himself a hundred times over.  But again, his sheep were in danger so David 

stepped up and defended his sheep against the bear. Some time passed, and David was on a 

simple mission of taking food to his brothers in the army.  When he arrived he heard the roar of 

Goliath taunting the army of Israel.  He could have legitimately  walked away saying, “This is 

not my fight”, but he chose to step into his NEXT and experience a mighty victory.  This victory 

was not only for himself, but all Israel celebrated what God had done.  All of these “NEXT”  

experiences were preparing David for kingship.   

God didn’t take David straight to the mighty armies, He took him to a lion first, and while a lion 

is a mighty beast, it’s limited to all four legs. Then God takes him to a bear, which has a little 

advantage over a lion because it can fight on its hind legs and with its front paws. Then God 

takes David to a giant, who not only has the ability to stand up, but also has human capacity. 

Then God takes David to the mighty armies. 

How many of us, as Christians, have gotten to the point of being in a comfortable place in our 

walk with God, and then a spirit comes against us and we say, “I’m not a devil slayer, I’m just a 

Christian”?  Maybe we have gained some ground in one area but still fight an addiction in 

another area, so we excuse ourselves by saying, “I don’t take authority against addictions in my 

life, I’m just a Christian”. You may have experienced some growth in your spiritual development 

but the division in your home is still evident.  You settle in by saying, “I don’t resist division in 

my home, I’m just a Christian.” 

David’s encounters were not actually about fighting the lion, or the bear, or the giant. His 

encounters were about molding him into leading as a king and priest over Israel. You and I are 

called to be kings and priests. God desires to add to our abilities so we can ultimately decree and 

rule as a king and serve and intercede as a priest. 

Remember, God has a NEXT for you. You need to be always asking God about your NEXT! 

 


